
Year 5 
Parent Information 

Session 
2024

Year 5 Teachers
Mrs Becky Gilbert – 5G
Miss Casey Duck – 5D
Mrs Melissa Lynch – 5L

Stage 3 Assistant Principal - Mrs Kirsty Gaden



Stage 3 – Year 5 – 5G

Mrs Becky Gilbert



Stage 3 – Year 5 – 5L

Mrs Melissa Lynch



Stage 3 – Year 5 – 5D

Miss Casey Duck



Stage 3 Assistant Principal

Mrs Kirsty Gaden



Year 5 – RFF

Ms Jo Turnbull
Library & 

Technology

Mr Jordan Mason
PD/H/PE & 

Library



Learning and Support Team
● Students who experience difficulties in learning and behaviour are supported through 

Learning and Support.
● Students may receive additional assistance in literacy, numeracy, language and/or 

behaviour. 
● The Learning and Support Team will assist with the identification of additional learning 

and support needs and make adjustments where needed to ensure that the educational 
needs of all children are being met.

● The Learning and Support Team can also assist in the identification of high potential and 
gifted students who may require additional adjustments and extension.

Mrs Ebony Schmarr 
Learning and 

Support Teacher 
(LAST)

Mrs Debbie King 
Intervention 

Teacher

Mrs Steph Grindley
Intervention 

Teacher
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Year 5 – Term 1
English –Term 1: NARRATIVE & GENRES
• Unit 1- The Wild Robot by Peter Brown
• Unit 2-Bright New World: Building a Better Planet by Cindy Forde, illustrated by Bethany Lord (eBook)
• Oral language and communication
• Vocabulary
• Reading comprehension
• Creating written texts
• Spelling
• Handwriting and digital transcription 
• Understanding and responding to literature

Maths –Working Mathematically, Representing Numbers, Additive Relations, Multiplicative Relations, Partitioned 
Fractions,  Geometric Measure , Two-dimensional Spatial Structure and Data

Geography – Semester 1: ‘A DIverse and Connected World’

History - Semester 2 -”The Australian Colonies”

Science – Term 1: Living World, Term 2: Material World, Term 3: Physical World & Term 4: Earth & Space

Creative & Performing Arts – Visual Arts & Drama

PDH – Relationships (RFF)

PE – Fundamental Movement Skills & Athletics (RFF)



New English and Maths Syllabus



Literacy Sessions
Component A addresses content from the focus areas:

● Reading fluency
● Reading comprehension
● Spelling
● Vocabulary
● Creating written texts
● Handwriting and digital transcription

It centres on the development of foundational skills and knowledge through regular, 
systematic and repeated practice.
Component B addresses content from the focus areas:

● Oral language and communication
● Reading comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Creating written texts
● Understanding and responding to literature

It centres on the conceptual understandings of English and exemplifies the 
importance of learning about and enjoying literature through the study of quality 
texts.



Mathematic Sessions
-Representing Number - Additive Relations - Multiplicative Relations
- Representing quantity fractions - Geometric Measure - 2D Spatial Structure
- 3D Spatial Structure - Non-Spacial Measure - Data
- Chance

The new Mathematics syllabus clearly shows essential learning and supports students to make 
connections across concepts as outlined in the research for building foundations in Mathematics.
There is a focus on developing reasoning skills to support a deeper understanding.
Content is structured to highlight the parallel connections across Number and Algebra, Measurement 
and Space, and Statistics and Probability, underpinned by the latest research.
Teaching advice for Mathematics includes examples to support the development of language and  
vocabulary. This will be particularly helpful for early-career teachers.
Vocabulary knowledge influences the development of reading, writing, oral language 
and Mathematics skills.

The new syllabus affirms the strong evidence base of outcomes and content, 
with an increased emphasis on place value.



Assessment and Reporting
● Assessment will be ongoing and aligned with the Stage 3 

Syllabus and Learning Progressions.

● A formal report will be sent home at the end of each 
semester.  

● Parent teacher interviews will be held in Week 6, Term 1.



HPGE
• The Academy is an initiative to Valentine PS, and it was launched in 2023.
• Addresses the Department’s new HP&G Policy, where high potential and 

giftedness are divided into four domains: Intellectual, Creative, Social and 
Emotional, and Physical.

• Provides opportunities for students to engage in enrichment, extension, and at 
times, acceleration opportunities in the classroom where high potential or 
giftedness has been recognised.

• Allows students the chance to track and recognise their progress across the four 
domains in their school and personal lives.

• Offers opportunities, using an online platform, to ensure all students have 
equitable access to those opportunities from any classroom.



Pulse
• E.I. Pulse is a tool used for measuring the week-to-week wellbeing and 

engagement of our students at Valentine PS. It tracks the wellbeing of individual 
students so that the school can respond to those who express a need. 

• Pulse also tracks anonymised student sentiment about their engagement with the 
school so the school can make changes based on student voice.

• Students check in once a week, or more frequently, if they need.

 



Student Attendance





No Hat = No Play & No Sport





PBL – PBL HAT PINS
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PBL – High Expectations Pledge



PBL – High Expectations Pledge
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Great Aussie Bush Camp
- Year 5
● Accommodation - permanent cabin tents.

● Location - Tea Gardens, NSW

● Term 3, Week 8, Tuesday 10th – Friday 13th September 2024 

● Activities may include archery, canoeing, flying fox, giant swing, high 
ropes, water  style obstacle course, raft building, rock  climbing and 
swimming. 

● Cost: $495

● This includes: Accommodation, all activities, all meals (lunch on Day 1 to 
lunch on Day 4) and transport to and from camp.

If you feel your child may not be accustomed to staying away from home for three 
nights without family, we highly recommend you organise a number of sleepovers 
for your child throughout this year, particularly at homes they are not frequent 
guests at (i.e. NOT a grandparent’s home).



Camp Readiness 
● Our school camp structure normally builds a child’s confidence during Years 3-6 to ensure 

students are well prepared to stay away from home for 3 nights when in Year 5-6.

● School camps feel quite different to family holidays, particularly at night. Most children 
naturally feel some sense of homesickness at this times. This is completely normal and 
teachers are very experienced at supporting students if this occurs. Teachers are NEVER in 
bed early on school camps!

● If you feel your child may not be accustomed to staying away from home for three nights 
without family, we highly recommend you organise a number of sleepovers for your child 
throughout this year, particularly at homes they are not frequent guests at (i.e. NOT a 
grandparent’s home).

● As always, please speak with your child’s classroom teacher if you have any concerns or 
further questions. Where possible, we encourage ALL students to attend school camp, as it is 
certainly an experience they will fondly remember forever.

● Add something about allergies and food

● There will be a parent and student zoom meeting.



Special Celebrations, 
Incursions and Excursions 
❏ Swimming Carnival 

❏ Harmony Day/ Anti Bullying

❏ NAIDOC Day

❏ Mother’s Day

❏ Father’s Day

❏ Grandparent’s Day

❏ Cross Country

❏ Athletics Carnival

❏ Great Aussie Bush Camp(Year 5)

❏ Stage 3 Party Day



Homework Policy and 
Expectations

● Homework activities will be accessible to students via the Valentine 
Homework Hub.
https://sites.google.com/education.nsw.gov.au/vps-homeworkhub/home

● Daily reading and times tables practice is highly recommended for students 
in Stage 3. This will remain a vital aspect of student learning and 
development.

● Compulsory speaking task in class, twice a year (1 per semester).

https://sites.google.com/education.nsw.gov.au/vps-homeworkhub/home


Homework Option 

● Literacy Pro takes your child through a journey of literacy discovery at 
their own pace. It works on the Lexile Framework.

● The Lexile Framework finds the right books for students by measuring 
readers and texts on the same scale.  Lexile measures are the global 
standard in reading assessment and are accurate for all ages, including 
first and second language learners.

● Lexile measures help educators and students select books at a level 
that will challenge them - not so difficult as to be frustrating, but 
difficult enough to encourage reading growth.

● Your child has access to hundreds of e-books to read via the Literacy 
Pro platform at home and at school. Most e-books also include a 
comprehension quiz for your child to complete.



The Importance of 
reading at Home

We encourage all Stage 3 students to read 20 minutes a day 
as regular reading practice assists students in all areas of 
learning. Thank you for your assistance in encouraging this 
important skill in our students.

Stage 3 Reading Challenge:
* All students will receive a reading log card this week.
* Students are encouraged to read every night for 20 
minutes and record this on their reading log.
* Teachers will ask students to bring their reading log in on 
Friday Week 5 and Friday Week 10.
* If students have completed 40 nights of reading by Friday 
Week 10, they will receive a reward for their efforts.

Online avenues for students to access texts: 
● Literacy Pro
● Epic
● E-books from school library



Homework Option 

● Matific takes your child through a journey of 
maths discovery at their own pace.

● Matific features hundreds of playful 
interactions called 'episodes'. Your child will 
enjoy playing the episodes for hours, 
learning maths in a process of guided 
self-discovery.



Communication
Please understand that teachers are busy during the day teaching and 
looking after your children. We are usually unable to check emails 
during class time and are often on duties during breaks. If you have 
any questions or important information about your child, please email 
the school’s office on valentine-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au and the 
office will forward your concerns or questions to your child’s teacher.

* Please note - As stated in DOE Policy, teachers have 3 working 
days to reply with acknowledgement of your email and then up to 20 
working days to action the email.



Communication



Fruit Break
● Please remember to send your child to school with 

some fruit or vegetables each day for fruit break.

● It is helpful if you send your child’s fruit break in a 
separate container for them to bring it in to the 
classroom to eat.

● Please remind your child that they are not allowed to 
share their food at school.

● Please avoid sending your child to school with 
nut-based products, as we have students in our 
school with severe allergies. 



Canteen
● Students can order their lunch from the canteen any day of the week. 

● Please remind your child not to share money.

● The canteen are always looking for volunteers!



BYOD Agreement
Students must:
● Read and sign the BYOD student agreement 

in the presence of an adult.

● Return the BYOD student agreement via 
School Bytes before using their device at 
school.

● Be responsible for their own devices.



BYOD
Students MUST:
● Be safe, responsible and respectful users of digital devices, 

online platforms, and support their peers to be the same. 
● Respect and follow school rules and procedures. 
● Communicate respectfully and collaboratively with peers, 

school staff and the school community. 
● Behave in the ways that reflect our school values of Connect, 

Respect and Inspire. 
● Use devices only for educational purposes as outlined by the 

class teacher.
● Endeavour to bring a fully charged device to school every 

day.
● Ask their teacher for permission to charge a device at 

school if necessary. 



Technology- Helping to Keep 
Our Kids Safe

Parents:
Technology is moving fast and it’s hard to keep 
up. Here are a few helpful hints:
● Be aware of what online platforms your child 

are on. 
● Communicate with your child’s teacher if you 

have concerns. 
● Discuss appropriate behaviour with your child 

when they are online. 
● Common Sense Media is a great resource 

that gives guidelines for movies, Podcasts, 
gaming etc.

● Please be mindful that what happens online 
comes to school and can have a negative 
impact on students learning. 



High School Transition
YEAR 5 students participate in the ‘Year 
7 for a Day’ program at Warners Bay 
High School - an early transition program 
to support student wellbeing. This day is 
beneficial for all students, even students 
not attending WBHS.



Who do I talk to if I have an 
issue?

● Classroom Teacher

● Stage 3 Assistant Principal – Mrs Kirsty Gaden                               

● Deputy Principal – Mrs Leigh Rich

● Principal – Mrs Lee Saurins



Contact Information
● If you would like to meet to discuss anything please feel 

free to arrange a time for us to chat, as mornings and 
afternoons are often quite busy.

● Please remember we are your first port of call.
To avoid any miscommunications if you have any 
questions regarding your child or events, please contact 
us directly or send a note with your child.

      Please email: valentine-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au




